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Name of Portfolio Holder:       Councillor Julie Banks 
 
Portfolio:             Portfolio Holder for Community and Regulatory Services 
 
Date of decision:      18 August 2021 

 
 

Community Grant application 

Recommendations made and reasons: 
 
To award a grant of £10,000 to Nettleden with Potten End Parish Council  

 
In the Spring round 2021 a community grant application was made from Nettleden 
with Potten End Parish Council which has received approval at the grants panel 
meeting on 10 June. 
 
The Parish Countil plan to replace the existing playground equipment on the Spencer 
Holland green with a new innovative playground to excite children of all ages and 
abilities. The design will encourage imaginative and adventure play while challenging 
balance and agility. The playground is an essential part of village life and a social hub 
for the local community 
 
The current equipment is in a poor state of repair and may well fail its annual safety 
inspection which is due. After 40 years service some of the equipment no longer 
meets the safety requirements of a modern playground, it is also biased towards the 
needs of older children and makes no allowance for children with additional needs.  In 
addition the whole area also needs fencing off to keep the children safe and the dogs 
out.   
 
To keep the costs down the Parish Council plan to renovate and enhance the existing 
playground.  The slide and the two sets of swings will be repainted and the damaged 
wet pour replaced. A new basket swing which can be used by disabled children will 
provide more inclusivity which the current playground does not offer. There will be a 
new playcastle for under 7s that includes sensory activities for children of all abilities. 
A new free form climber for the over 7s and a new see saw will complete the scheme. 
The climbing frames will be on new wet pour whilst the other equipment will be on 
grow through matting to save on costs. A picket fence will enclose the entire area. 
 
 
Total project cost £40,055.82 
Funding:  
£10,000 DBC grant 
£20,055.82 own resources and fundraising 
£10,000 grant funding from locality budget, Tesco Bags of Help and National Lottery 
Awards. 
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Background  
 
The Parish Council exists to represent the views of the residents of Nettleden with 
Potten End Parish. They provide Local Government services to residents, manage 
allotments, a burial ground, a sports field and a recreation area. The Parish Council is 
responsible for managing their own budget, which is used to improve facilities and 
services for local people. 
 
The Parish Council have applied for a grant from the Community Grants Scheme to 
match the funding they have allocated from their own resources, as well as their 
fundraising efforts and the grants they have applied for from other organisations. 
 
The proposed improvements to the recreation ground at Spencer Holland green will 
improve access for children with mobility issues as well as improving the facilities 
available for younger children. They are proposing to introduce a new fence for the 
play area, which will improve the safety of the area, keeping dogs away from young 
children. The Parish Council have also explored the most cost-effective ways of 
making these improvements. 
 
The application was assessed through the Community Grant Scheme, which is 
specifically set up to support Community, Voluntary, Arts and Sporting groups that 
benefit the residents of Dacorum.  There are three rounds of Community Grant 
funding per financial year.  Charities are invited to apply for funding and the 
applications are assessed by a panel of officers, who will be looking at how well it 
meets the criteria of the fund; whether the project supports the Councils objectives 
and how it supports the following five ways to well-being: be active, take notice, learn, 
give and connect.   
 
Agree recommendation           [  ] 
Request further information     [  ] 
 

Financial Implications: 

The money will be taken from the community grant budget, which has sufficient funds to 
cover the costs. 

Reports considered: 
Nettleden with Potten End Parish Council community grant application Spring round 2021 – 
reference ID - 1519 
 

Officers / Councillors / Ward Councillors / Stakeholders Consulted: 

Officers on the grants panel present: 
Niamh Thomas, Community Partnerships and Wellbeing Officer (Funding and 
Partnerships)  
Fay Murphy,  Assistant Accountant, Finance 
Alex Care, Community Partnerships and Wellbeing Team Leader 
Claire Foster, Community Partnerships and Wellbeing Officer (Physical Activity and 
Sport)  
Annie Smith Community Partnerships and Wellbeing Officer (Projects) 
Joe Guiton, Community Safety and Children’s Services Team Leader 
Tim Anfilogoff, Head of Community Resilience, Herts CCGs; NHSE Regional 
Associate, Social Prescribing, East of England 
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Also consulted: Mandy Peters, Tenancy Sustainment Team Leader 
Jodie Bartlett, Housing Quality Insight and Improvement Officer 
Danielle Bulpit, Civic Events and Corporate Support Officer 
Marion Rawdon, Assistant PA 
Kim Gioiosa, PA to the Chief Executive  
Darren Flanagan, Accountant, Finance 
Matt Stedman, Adventure Playgrounds Lead Officer 
 

Deputy Monitoring Officer/S151 Officer Comments: 

Deputy Monitoring Officer: 
 
Under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, the Council has the power to incur 
expenditure, which in its opinion is in the interest of and will bring direct benefit to its area or 
any part of it or all or some of its residents.  
 
Further to section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 a local 
authority has the power to make grants to voluntary organisations providing recreational 
facilities. 
       
 
Deputy Section 151 Officer: 
 
The award of this grant is within the existing approved budget, and the decision to award 
grants are made by the panel. 
 

Implications: 

Risk: there are no specific risks identified that relate to the allocation of funding as described 
in this report 
 
Value for Money: the community grants criteria looks to gain additional value from 
supporting community projects with a small amount of resource which yields maximum 
community benefit. It therefore provides good value for money. Many of the projects and 
activities are also directed towards external funding sources. 
 

Options Considered and reasons for rejection: 

Not to award the grant as detailed - This has been rejected because the application fulfils the 
Council’s scoring criteria within the community grant scheme. 
 
 

Portfolio Holders Signature:  
 

Date: 
 

Details of any interests declared and any dispensations given by the 
Standards Committee: 
  
 

For Member Support Officer use only  

Date Decision Record Sheet received from portfolio holder:13/08/21 

Date Decision Published: 18/08/21    Decision No: PH-015-21 

Date of Expiry of Call-In Period: 25/08/21 

Date any Call-In received or decision implemented: 
 
 


