
MINUTES

FINANCE & RESOURCES
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

5 FEBRUARY 2019

Present:
Cllr H Chapman (Chairman)
Cllr Barrett
Cllr Douris 
Cllr Taylor
Cllr Tindall

Also Present: 
Councillor Elliot – Portfolio Holder for Finance and Resources
Councillor Williams – Leader of the Council

Officers:
C Baker
M Brookes
B Hosier
N Howcutt
S Marshall
B Trueman
S Turner
T Angel

Group Manager – Revenues, Benefits and Fraud
Assistant Director – Corporate and Contracted Services
Group Manager –Procurement and Contracted Services
Assistant Director – Finance and Resources
Chief Executive
Group Manager – Information, Communication and Technology
PA to the Corporate Directors 
Corporate and Democratic Support Officer (minutes)

Following a Joint meeting of the OSC’s where a budget presentation was given, the 
Finance & Resources OSC meeting began at 8.00 pm.

OS/001/19 MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 4 December 2018 were agreed and then signed 
by the Chairman. 

OS/002/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Adeleke, Banks and McLean.  

OS/003/19 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None. 

OS/004/19 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
 
None.

OS/005/19 CONSIDERATION OF ANY MATTER REFERRED TO THE 
COMMITTEE IN RELATION TO A CALL–IN

None.



OS/006/19 BUDGET PREPERATION 2019/20

N Howcutt introduced the report and highlighted a couple of minor changes within 
the budget since the last meeting of this committee. He welcomed any questions on 
the report.

Councillor Tindall referred to appendix c1 on page 22 relating to supplies and 
services. He said the original was up £200k, there was a reduction in the next year 
but there was still a variance between this last years and this year’s estimates. He 
queried what the third parties variance was. N Howcutt drew attention to appendix 
b1. He said this was discussed at the previous meeting - it related to the increase in 
the service management costs at the forum year on year which was £75k. 

Councillor Tindall referred to page 54 relating to grants and contributions and 
queried the variance of 1474%. N Howcutt said he would have to come back to him.  
N Howcutt returned to Cllr Tindall and informed him that this was the change in the 
income expected from the new leisure contract.

Councillor Tindall referred to appendix c2 on page 54 and queried the property 
management and office accommodation variance of 51% in third party expenditure. 
N Howcutt advised it was the growth in the Forum budget. 

Councillor Barrett referred to page 10 on the increased waste collection service and 
queried if we would benefit from extra income on that. N Howcutt explained they had 
increased the amount of waste going to recycling rather than going in to general 
waste which we pay significantly more for at landfill. We also gain benefit from 
improving our recycling rates which drives certain income from the Hertfordshire 
Alternative Funding model. Most importantly it also allows residents to do increased 
recycling. 

Councillor Barrett referred to the additional CIL income and queried how much we 
collected altogether. N Howcutt advised it varied drastically year on year in terms of 
the actual CIL received but we are entitled to retain5% of the total CIL fee collected 
to cover the administrative costs of setting these arrangements up and collecting the 
funds. The remainder goes on to future developments. 

Councillor Douris congratulated the officers on a well presented budget with a great 
level of care and attention. This was echoed by the other members of the 
committee. 

Outcome:

That the Finance and Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee reviewed and 
agreed the draft budget proposals. 

OS/007/19 ACTION POINTS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING

There were no outstanding action points. 

Councillor Douris highlighted the importance of continuing with action points as it 
worked so well and said he wouldn’t want to see it lost going forward. 
 

OS/008/19 WORK PROGRAMME



B Hosier made the following changes to the work programme:

 Performance of the Leisure Contract - June 2019, January 2020 and June 
2020.

 Performance of the Parking Enforcement Contract - September 2019, March 
2020 and September 2020.

The Meeting ended at 8:20 pm.


