
 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL SERVICE UNIT 

PLANNING CASEWORK
DELEGATED REPORT

Application Number: 4/01807/18 / TPO
Application for Works to preserved trees
Proposal: T1 - Atlantic Blue Cedar - Fell to ground level.
Location: 28 JUBILEE WALK, KINGS LANGLEY, WD4 8FF

Expected Decision Level: Development Control  Committee
Case Officer: Colin Lecart
Registration Date: 19 July 2018
Expiry Date: 13 September 2018
Earliest Decision Date:
Officer's Site Visit Date:
Site Notice Date:

Summary of representations:

Comments received from local residents:

30 Jubilee Walk

We strongly support the felling of this tree for many reasons outlined below.

It is clearly obvious that a tree of that size is much too close to the 3 sourrounding 
properties. It now overhangs around a third of our garden and has previously had large 
branches broken off in strong winds. It's very sharp needles are constantly dropping 
causing a huge inconvenience and danger to us and our 2 small children. Despite me 
sweeping up outside and hoovering inside at least twice a day there are still needles 
everywhere and our 11 month old son frequently tries to put them in his mouth. They 
get stuck in our feet which really hurts our young children and has pierced the skin 
several times. We have to wear shoes at all times on our grass as it is covered in the 
needles and our 5 year old daughter often has them stuck in her hands whilst playing 
handstands and cartwheels.

We believe a more appropriate sized tree and one which doesn't shed such dangerous 
needles would be much more appropriate.

Kings Langley Parish Council:

The Council OBJECTED to this application, in support of Cllr Anderson's objection, 
because it does not feel there is sufficient justification to remove the tree and that it has 
qualities that are worthy of continued protection. It is attractive and fairly rare and does 
not block out light, as the canopy is small and not solid.



Councillor Anderson:

It is a highly attractive and fairly rare tree that in my planning opinion is worthy of 
protection. 

The tree does not block out light, as it does not have a solid canopy and the canopy is 
quite small. 

Meanwhile, the tree and its TPO were put in place before the neighbouring properties 
were constructed, and the tree is not responsible for any oversight in planning or 
insurance matters. 

Indeed, if there were any such oversights, then they are the responsibility of the then 
property owner/applicant, and are not a material consideration or grounds for removing 
a TPO. 

Balancing properties and trees is difficult, but I really do believe this tree is worthy of 
protection, and planning permission should be withheld. 

Trees and Woodlands:

With regards to the above TPO application to remove the Atlantic blue cedar. The 
applicants rear garden is relatively small in relation to the tree, which on maturity will 
reach a height of at least 30m. The species does not take well to reductions and 
therefore I consider the tree to be inappropriate for the surrounding setting, owing to the 
species predisposition of shedding large limbs unexpectedly.

The applicant has further supported their application by proposing to plant a more 
suitable species (Acer platanoides Princeton Gold), which will not pose a safety 
concern. Subsequently, I have no objections to the application and recommend 
approval.

Case officer's report:

4/01807/18/TPO Atlantic Blue Cedar - Fell to ground level.
Site Address 28 Jubilee Walk, Kings Langely, WD4 8FF
Applicant
Case Officer Colin Lecart
Referral to 
Committee

Called in by Councillor Alan Anderson

1. Recommendation

1.1 That permission be GRANTED

2. Summary 

2.1 The proposed felling of the Atlantic Blue Cedar is an appropriate measure 



considering the size of the tree in relation to the rear garden and safety concerns due to 
the shedding of its needles onto the lawn of the rear garden. Upon maturity, this 
species can reach a height of at least 30 metres. This potential growth, combined with 
its proximity to the property, means the future of this tree in this location has a limited 
timescale. The proposal includes the planting of a replacement Princeton Gold which is 
considered more suitable for this location. As a result of the above, the application 
complies with the NPPF (2018) and Saved Policies 99, 100 and 101 of the Dacorum 
Borough Local Plan (2004). 

3. Site Description

3.1 The application relates to an Atlantic Blue Cedar located within the rear garden of 
28 Jubilee Walk, Kings Langely. 

4. Proposal

4.1 The application seeks permission to fell an Atlantic Blue Cedar tree that is currently 
protected by a Tree Preservation Order

5. Relevant Planning History

Site History for DC.AID (including Related)

28 JUBILEE WALK, KINGS LANGLEY, WD4 8FF

4/01440/15/TPO WORKS TO CEDAR DEODARA (Crown lift to a height of 4.5m above ground 
level and reduce the crown radius by 1.5m)

4/00545/16/TPO WORKS TO TREE (Atlantic Blue Cedar - Reduce by 30% in height and spread)

6. Policies

6.1 National Policy Guidance

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
National Planning Policy Guidance (NPPG)

6.3 Dacorum Borough Local Plan Saved Policies (2004)

Saved Policy 99 (Preservation of Trees, Hedgerows and Woodlands)
Saved Policy 100 (Tree and Woodland Planting)

7. Constraints

Large Village
Tree Preservation Order

8. Representations

8.1 Consultee Responses

These are reproduced in full at Appendix A



9. Considerations

9.1 Impact on Trees and Landscaping

The proposal would result in the loss of one Blue Atlantic Cedar and its replacement 
with a Princeton Gold. The application has been lodged due to the unsuitable location 
of the tree in the relatively compact rear garden of Number 28 Jubilee Walk. This 
species has a tendency to shed its needles which in turn has made the garden lawn 
inhospitable to other plants and the general use of the area by the occupants.  Due to 
the trees nature of limb shedding and rapid growth (upon maturity, this species can 
grow to at least 30 metres in height), its presence within this location has a limited 
timescale. 

While it can be considered that the Atlantic Blue Cedar is a visually attractive specimen 
and existed before the construction of the neighbouring properties, a current safety 
concern now exists which will only become more apparent as the tree grows. 
Therefore, its removal is considered an appropriate measure in this instance.

Furthermore, the applicant has proposed to replace the tree with a Princeton Gold. The 
DBC Trees and Woodlands Officer has commented that this would be a more suitable 
species for this location and would not pose any safety concerns. 

It is important to note that works to reduce the size of this tree were  granted in 2015 
and 2016 (4/01440/15/TPO and 4/00545/16/TPO), but due to the rapid growth of the 
tree, felling is now proposed. 

10. Conclusion

10.1 Policy 99 of the Dacorum Borough Local Plan states that consent to lop or remove 
trees protected by a tree preservation order will not be given unless the Council is 
satisfied that it would be necessary to overcome a safety hazard, nuisance or detriment 
to local character. Where removal is permitted, appropriate replacements will be 
required. 

The Trees and Woodlands Officer has confirmed that the tree is inappropriate for the 
surrounding setting and its replacement would be more suitable. Therefore, the works 
comply with saved Policy 99 of the Dacorum Borough Local Plan (1991 - 2011). As 
such, the works are recommended for approval. 

Appendix A

Consultation responses

Trees and Woodlands

With regards to the above TPO application to remove the Atlantic blue cedar. The 
applicants rear garden is relatively small in relation to the tree, which on maturity will 
reach a height of at least 30m. The species does not take well to reductions and 
therefore I consider the tree to be inappropriate for the surrounding setting, owing to the 
species predisposition of shedding large limbs unexpectedly.



The applicant has further supported their application by proposing to plant a more 
suitable species (Acer platanoides Princeton Gold), which will not pose a safety 
concern. Subsequently, I have no objections to the application and recommend 
approval.

Kings Langley Parish Council

The Council OBJECTED to this application, in support of Cllr Anderson's objection, 
because it does not feel there is sufficient justification to remove the tree and that it has 
qualities that are worthy of continued protection. It is attractive and fairly rare and does 
not block out light, as the canopy is small andnot solid.

Councillor Alan Anderson. 

It is a highly attractive and fairly rare tree that in my planning opinion is worthy of 
protection. 

The tree does not block out light, as it does not have a solid canopy and the canopy is 
quite small. 

Meanwhile, the tree and its TPO were put in place before the neighbouring properties 
were constructed, and the tree is not responsible for any oversight in planning or 
insurance matters. 

Indeed, if there were any such oversights, then they are the responsibility of the then 
property owner/applicant, and are not a material consideration or grounds for removing 
a TPO. 

Balancing properties and trees is difficult, but I really do believe this tree is worthy of 
protection, and planning permission should be withheld. 

Should it be felt that permission should be granted, I would be grateful if the matter 
could be referred to the DM Committee, and I could be advised of when it is going to the 
committee asap. 

30 Jubilee Walk

We strongly support the felling of this tree for many reasons outlined below.

It is clearly obvious that a tree of that size is much too close to the 3 surrounding 
properties. It now overhangs around a third of our garden and has previously had large 
branches broken off in strong winds. It's very sharp needles are constantly dropping 
causing a huge inconvenience and danger to us and our 2 small children. Despite me 
sweeping up outside and hoovering inside at least twice a day there are still needles 
everywhere and our 11 month old son frequently tries to put them in his mouth. They 
get stuck in our feet which really hurts our young children and has pierced the skin 
several times. We have to wear shoes at all times on our grass as it is covered in the 
needles and our 5 year old daughter often has them stuck in her hands whilst playing 
handstands and cartwheels.

We believe a more appropriate sized tree and one which doesn't shed such dangerous 
needles would be much more appropriate.



Recommendation: Grant

1 The work hereby authorised shall be completed within two years of the 
date of the decision notice.

Reason: To ensure that any change in circumstances or in the condition of the 
tree is taken into account.

2 Only the following works are hereby authorised:

(a) T1- Atlantic Blue Cedar - Fell to ground level

Reason:  For the avoidance of doubt as to the extent of the authorised works.

3 All work shall be carried out in accordance with B.S.3998:2010 "Tree 
Work  Recommendations".

Reason:  To ensure a satisfactory standard of tree work in accordance with 
the aims of Policy 99 of the Dacorum Borough Local Plan 1991 - 2011.

4 A replacement tree, as indicated on the application form,  shall be 
planted before the end of the first planting season following the felling of 
T1 - Blue Atlantic Cedar.

Reason:  In the interests of visual amenity set out in Policy CS12 of the Core 
Strategy (2013) and Saved Policy 99 of the Local Plan (2004).

This application was supported by the following:
Sketch Plan

Signed: Dated:

Case Officer

Team Leader             Dated:

  


