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Purpose of report:
To propose a deregulatory measure to the Council’s vehicle 
standards for taxis and private hire vehicles, in respect of 6- 
and 7-seat multi-purpose vehicles (MPV’s)

Recommendations

To modify the Council’s vehicle standards for hackney 
carriages / private hire vehicles with effect from 1 December 
2014, by omitting paragraph 5 from the current hackney 
carriage standards, and paragraph 6 from the current private 
hire standards.

Corporate 
objectives:

Dacorum Delivers
 Efficiencies

Implications: The proposal represents a minor policy change, and no 
negative implications have been identified as a result.

Consultees:

The proposal has been discussed informally with members of 
the Dacorum Hackney Carriage Drivers Association. As the 
proposal is of a deregulatory nature, wider consultation has not 
been carried out.

Background 
papers: Current vehicle standards (attached)

Glossary of 
acronyms and any 
other abbreviations 
used in this report:

AGENDA ITEM:  6
SUMMARY



1. BACKGROUND

1.1. The Council, as part of the licensing of hackney carriages and private hire 
vehicles, has previously set standards for each category of licence, 
stipulating the nature of vehicles which the Council will typically expect of 
vehicles presented for licensing. These standards were most recently 
adjusted in February 2014.

1.2. In respect of multi-purpose vehicles which feature three rows of seating, 
where it is necessary to move, tilt or fold a seat in the middle row in order to 
reach seats in the rear row, the Council currently requires a device to be 
fitted to the rear door of the vehicle allowing it to be opened from the inside. 
The rationale behind this requirement was to provide a means for 
passengers in the third row of seating to escape from the vehicle in the event 
of an accident which incapacitated passengers in other seats. The current 
policy replaced an earlier requirement for proprietors to remove a seat from 
the middle row of the vehicle.

1.3. Copies of the current standards are appended to this report, at Annex A 
(hackney carriages) and Annex B (private hire vehicles).

2. PROPOSAL

2.1. The Council requires all hackney carriage/private hire vehicles to be of type 
M1 European Whole Vehicle Type Approval and unaltered from the original 
design and construction, or otherwise certified to a similar standard. This 
means that the vehicle specification and design has been approved to 
homogenised vehicle standards by the transport ministry of an EU member 
state. Additionally, new vehicle models are frequently tested by a European 
vehicle safety authority, such as Euro NCAP, to confirm compliance with a 
further set of standards which in many cases exceed the M1 standards.

2.2. Any after-market modifications to the vehicle will have the effect of 
invalidating the type approval. By requiring the fitting of an additional device 
to the rear door, the Council is inadvertently mandating the invalidation of 
type approvals. Therefore, it is now considered that these two policy 
provisions are incompatible.

2.3. It is therefore proposed to cease the requirement for vehicles to feature a 
rear door opening device inside the vehicle.

2.4. In practice, all M1 type-approved multi-purpose vehicles have already been 
found to be safe for the carriage of 6 or 7 persons, and the type approval 
process does not require an interior operating control on any access door 
behind the driver or front passenger seats.

2.5. Officers have recently identified a number of opening devices fitted in 
vehicles which require the engine to be active in order to function, particularly 
in vehicles with electronic latching mechanisms (which are now ubiquitous) 
where there is no feasible way to introduce a manual opening device without 
substantial modification to the entire vehicle.

2.6. Vehicle proprietors have previously expressed concerns about the 
requirement, including the potential for the rear door to open during journeys, 
either due to the modification to the locking system or if the device were to 



be activated by a child or falling luggage, and the potential effect of this on 
insurance claims and liability for any resulting accidents.

2.7. At present, 43 of the 235 hackney carriages licensed by the Council and 19 
out of 179 private hire vehicles are multi-purpose vehicles which would be 
subject to the current provision. The most popular vehicle models in use are:

 Seat Alhambra (20)
 Ford Galaxy (19)
 Volkswagen Sharan (11)
 Chrysler Voyager (4)
 Vauxhall Zafira (3 – early models were only licensed for 4 passengers)

3. RECOMENDATION

3.1. To modify the Council’s vehicle standards for hackney carriages and private 
hire vehicles with effect from 1 December 2014, by omitting paragraph 5 
from the current hackney carriage standards, and paragraph 6 from the 
current private hire standards (in both cases, paragraphs titled ‘Egress from 
rear seating’).



ANNEX A – Current Vehicle Standards for Hackney Carriages





ANNEX B – Current Vehicle Standards for Private Hire Vehicles




